My name is Tom Greasley, I am 22 years old and currently working fulltime in a warehouse. After leaving school in 2002 I travelled to Finland where I studied the language and lived with my girlfriend for two years, I met a lot of interesting people from all corners of the globe, Afghanistan, Iraq, India, Russia, Sudan and Bolivia to name but a few. I gained from this a new admiration for cultures outside of the UK I read something once that explains how this experienced changed me, “when I wake up I thank God that I am Human before I thank God that I am British”. 

 Upon returning I went to college to study History and Geography and to resit my Maths GCSE since I have always struggled with maths and it is such an important qualification to have. My goal at the time was to join the Royal Army as an Officer in Her Majesty’s Infantry with the Sherwood Foresters. I wanted to fight for a worthy cause, and I believed the army was the best course of action. This was magnified by the fact that my family has a military tradition going back generations and I felt that in a way it was my duty to carry on the tradition. I achieved the points necessary to join as an officer in July 2007 and was about to go into training. However it was at this time General Dannet spoke out against the Prime Minister claiming we are making matters worse with our current foreign policy, and this forced me to re-evaluate my path in life. 

This change of plan has left me with a dilemma, as I only have two A levels I do not meet the point requirement to study at most universities. It is my hope that I have explained my situation in such a manner that I may be considered despite not meeting academic standards, I am currently working full time however if necessary I am willing to study an additional subject to take in July should it aid my entry.

I am a very active person, I love any activity that is physically challenging, I am currently training Shudokan Aikido, which I chose because it is a purely defensive martial art yet extremely effective. Its ideals are those of peace and harmony rather than sheer power and violence which is why I chose it and what makes it special. I am also PC literate, I research most of my interests on the internet and communicate with friends all over the world on a regular basis through instant messaging. My more intellectual interests are History, Politics, Philosophy and Religion. I believe that through understanding these 4 important aspects of people is the key to solving so much unnecessary conflict in today’s world.

The elements of history I find most interesting are British and American foreign policies and internal politics. For my A level history I researched the Anglo-American war of 1812 because I found it fascinating and full of instances that highlighted the hypocrisy between the American political poles and the fanaticism Americans showed for their parties. 

My interest in philosophy and Religion is to a lesser depth than my interest in History, I just like to understand why other people act in the manner in which they do and to examine how different peoples who are often enemies, have the same core beliefs. The largest example of this I can think of is the fact that Muslims Jews and Christians all worship the same God, yet there is so much conflict between them even in today’s age of “Tolerance”. 

I have always been keenly interested in History, I find it fascinating to see how people have developed throughout the ages. I believe there are many lessons to be learned by looking at the past to deal with the present, and I find it disheartening to see how ignorant people are of history and the small role it plays in our education system. There is no doubt in my mind that if people learned their lessons from the past thousands if not millions of lives could have been saved. It is my hope that after obtaining a degree I can go on to teach history in hopes that more people will come to respect and learn from the past to help build a better future for everyone. 

